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Supreme Court Announces New Chief Justice

The Arizona Supreme Court announced today that Vice Chief Justice

+4 Charles E. Jones (l€ft), age 66, has been dected by hisfellow Supreme
Court Jugtices to become the next Chief Justice of the Arizona Supreme
Court. (Arizona Condtitution, Article 6, Section 3). Vice Chief Justice
Jones term as Chief Justice will begin in January of 2002, when the term of
! current Chief Justice Thomas Zlaket expires.

The Court dso announced that Justice Ruth V.
McGregor (right) was elected to become the next
Vice Chief Judtice of the Court. Thiswill be the
second time awoman has held the position. The
last femde to serve as Vice Chief Justice was Justice Lorna L ockwood, who
a0 sarved later as Chief Judtice and was a member of the Arizona Supreme
Court from 1961 to 1975.

Vice Chief Judtice Jones was appointed to the Arizona Supreme Court in
1996 by Governor J. Fife Symington. He received his undergraduate degree
from Brigham Y oung University in 1959, and hislaw degree from Stanford
Law School in 1962. After graduating from law school, he served as law clerk to Judge Richard H.
Chambers, then the Chief Judge of the United States Court of Appeds for the Ninth Circuit. In
1963, Vice Chief Judtice Jones joined the firm of Jennings, Stirouss & Samon, where he worked until
his gppointment to the Arizona Supreme Court in 1996. He became a partner a the firm and served
as the Chairman of the firm’s [abor and employment department.

In addition to his labor and employment practice, the Vice Chief Justice was involved in corporate,
commercia, and rea estate matters. He practiced in both state and federa courts, and before state
and federal adminigirative agencies. His advocacy skills and ethica standards have been recognized
by numerous legd groups. Heisthe firg recipient of the University of Arizona“Feuersein Award’
for Ethicsin the Law of Industria Relations, waslisted in The Best Lawyersin America from 1983
through 1996, and received the Alumni Distinguished Service Award from Brigham Y oung Universty.
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Justice McGregor was appointed to the Supreme Court in 1998 by Governor Jane D. Hull. Justice
McGregor holdsaB.A. and an M.A. from the University of lowa. She graduated from Arizona State
Univerdty College of Law, and recently earned aLL.M. from the University of Virginia

After graduating from ASU’ s College of Law, Justice McGregor joined the law firm of Fennemore
Craigin 1974. Sheleft thefirmin 1981 to serve aslaw clerk to United States Supreme Court Justice
Sandra Day O’ Connor. After completing her clerkship, she returned to Phoenix and Fennemore
Craig. Judtice McGregor had a diverse private practice that included civil trid, administrative and
appellate work in state and federd courts and before state and federa agencies. She also held severd
managerid postions, including terms as the firm' sfirst female hiring partner and as a member of its
management committee.

Justice McGregor |eft private practice in 1989 when she was appointed to the Arizona Court of
Appeds. She served as Vice Chief Judge for the Court of Appedls from 1993 to 1995, and then as
Chief Judge from 1995 to 1997. During her law career, Justice McGregor has been associated with
numerous organizationsin the fidd. She has been apart of the Arizona Judges Associaion, including a
term as president, a member of the Nationa Association of Women Judges, and a Founding Fellow of
the Arizona Bar Foundation.
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